On a Wing and a Prayer
August 2017

Guardian Angels Catholic Community – Just. Faithful. Catholic.
www.guardianangelscatholiccommunity.org

https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsCatholicCommunity

Join us for Mass every Sunday at 9AM and every Wednesday at 7AM

THE ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION -- A Wonderful Way of Being Catholic!
http://www.ecumenical-catholic-communion.org/

Music Minister Jeff Strand’s first Sunday with the Angels and our beautiful Johanna Crowl’s last Sunday with us
for a while as she’s off to college at American University in Washington, D. C. We sent her off with our blessings.
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6- Melissa Robison
7 - B. Phelps

5- Gary and Sue Ringler (August 5, 1978)
28 - Elaine Groppenbacher's Ordination to the Priesthood (August 28, 2010)
28 – Guardian Angels ECC Anniversary (The Angels joined the ECC on August 28, 2010)

Let Pastor Sue know if you’d like a directory of Fellow Angels! She can email it to you.
Send your birthdays/anniversaries/other remembrance days to Becky: rgkeck1@yahoo.com

A BIG THANK-YOU to everyone who
donates to our Emergency Food Pantry.
Our Church Pantry is in need of peanut
butter cups, fruit cups, applesauce, and
tuna. Thank you again!

We also need copy paper for our weekly worship aid. If you can donate a ream or
two, just bring it to mass with you some time. Thank you!

“…most people don’t know the fact that they don’t know, because of the complete
lack of information.” Ronald Takaki

Summer Reading Selection

A Different Mirror*
By
Ronald Takaki
From Amazon’s website: “Upon its first publication, A Different Mirror was hailed by
critics and academics everywhere as a dramatic new retelling of our nation’s past.
Beginning with the colonization of the New World, it recounted the history of
America in the voice of the non-Anglo peoples of the United States--Native
Americans, African Americans, Jews, Irish Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos,
and others--groups who helped create this country's rich mosaic culture.
Now, Ronald Takaki has revised his landmark work and made it even more relevant and important. Among the new
additions to the book are:
--The role of black soldiers in preserving the Union
--The history of Chinese Americans from 1900-1941
--An investigation into the hot-button issue of "illegal" immigrants from Mexico
--A look at the sudden visibility of Muslim refugees from Afghanistan.
This new edition of A Different Mirror is a remarkable achievement that grapples with the raw truth of American history
and examines the ultimate question of what it means to be an American.”

Books and CDs can be purchased on Amazon or www.betterworldbooks.com
*The latest edition is preferred but if it is not available, any edition will suffice.

For our August (final) discussion we will have read the entire book (but if you
haven’t come anyway!) Even if you have not read all of the book, you’ll still be
enlightened by our honest & lively discussion.
Some comments from the July discussion:

Everyone really likes this book and it is really opening our eyes to some harsh realities like:
"white supremacy was a big problem in the past and continues to be a big problem now"
"the effects of manifest destiny extend beyond what we were taught in school"
"racism is pervasive in this country...systemic racism has shaped our country"
The final gathering for discussion will be on Tuesday, August 29 @ 7 p,m,
Deacon Joan’s Home
1663 N Camellia St, Tempe AZ/773-680-7686

Guardian Angels is helping to launch a new ministry. Good job Kay, Sandy and friends!
The number of homeless and low-income women increases each year in our community.
Many require the use of feminine hygiene products each month, the cost of which is not
covered by SNAP (food stamps) and is too expensive for many women to afford.
Women4Women Tempe believes these necessary items
should be available to those women who need them.
Our mission is to help homeless and low-income women in Tempe maintain their dignity,
self-respect, and health by distributing free feminine hygiene products to those in need.
Women4Women Tempe already has some wonderful partners in our endeavor to provide
feminine hygiene products to homeless and low-income women. We want to acknowledge
and thank the following organizations/agencies for their support and assistance:
Guardian Angels Catholic Community
Grace Community Church
Gracie’s Thrift Store
Tempe First United Methodist Church and Urban Outreach Shower Program
Tempe Community Action Agency
City of Tempe-HOPE Outreach

Click on the PayPal link below to donate directly to Women4Women Tempe
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=iogF1gVI0hxElmtNkRtQnJWqh6nHxTFxKkboCJGbfexQ4C
xLmY2bBZ4iEQ_bdEaTr08Kqm&country.x=US&locale.x=US

We also gladly accept donated feminine hygiene items. Go ahead and bring them to church
with you or drop them off at the church office during open hours.

Flat Jesus has been EVERYWHERE this summer –mountains, desert, church, restaurants,

family reunions, airports, on a plane, at the border wall, filling water stations, in a car,

at weddings, roller skating, in hammocks, at work, at athletic events,
singing in a band with the Guardian Angels as back-up singers…
(check out the last page of this newsletter to see this one full size!)

Sign posted by the Pope on his apartment door:
The sign, written in Italian, warns that people who violate the “no whining” policy are “subject to a
syndrome of always feeling like a victim and the consequent reduction of your sense of humor
and capacity to solve problems,” according to Reuters.
It also says the penalty is double for people who gripe in the presence of children. “To get the best
out of yourself, concentrate on your potential and not on your limitations,” the sign states. “Stop
complaining and take steps to improve your life.”
Motivational speaker Salvo Noé presented the pope with the sign last month, reports Vatican Insider,
which first posted the image of it.
The pope has repeatedly spoken out against complaining, at one point warning that Christians who
whine too much “have more in common with pickled peppers than the joy of having a beautiful life,”
according to Crux.
We think Flat Jesus would approve!

My Dear Friends at Guardian Angels Catholic Community,
Upon learning about this community from a seminary colleague of mine in late August 2010, I arrived at Guardian
Angels. It was a Sunday afternoon, and I had been looking for a place that would spiritually feed me. I had never
seen a woman priest before, and this community had two remarkable priests.
In the community, I was welcomed, and I felt home. This began a remarkable journey for me. Not only did I become
a member of the community, I became once again, active in ministry. For this, I always will be grateful to you.
In December 2010, I was incardinated into the ECC. Since that time, I have been welcome time and time again as
member, visitor, presider, homilist at Guardian Angels.
Not very long ago, the Leadership Committee invited me to consider becoming a co-Pastor, along with Pastors
Elaine and Sue. This has been and still is a remarkable journey for me. I have been able to journey with so many of
the members of this incredible community.
I was recently invited by the Parish Council of St Teresa of Avila to consider becoming an Associate Pastor of St
Teresa. After much prayer, discernment, and dialogue, I have made my decision and accepted the position of
Associate Pastor of St Teresa of Avila, starting immediately.
As a result, I submit to you, the community and Leadership Committee of Guardian Angels, this, my letter of
resignation.
I will continue to serve as one of the pastors of this community through the end of August.
I treasure you, I love you, and am honored and blessed, individually and collectively to have served, journeyed,
laughed, cried, and lived with you.
You hold an incredible place in my mind and heart.

Peace and love, Ed Walsh

We love you Ed and we will miss you! St. Teresa’s will be blessed by your presence! And we look forward
to your special guest preacher visits with us. Angels, please join us after mass on August 27 as we
wish Pastor Ed all the best on this next part of his journey. Ed, you truly have a servant’s heart!

The Desert in July – Angels on the border checking and filling water stations!

Neighbor by Frederick Buechner
WHEN JESUS SAID to love your neighbor, a lawyer who was present asked him to clarify what he meant
by neighbor. He wanted a legal definition he could refer to in case the question of loving one ever
happened to come up. He presumably wanted something on the order of: "A neighbor (hereinafter
referred to as the party of the first part) is to be construed as meaning a person of Jewish descent whose
legal residence is within a radius of no more than three statute miles from one's own legal residence
unless there is another person of Jewish descent (hereinafter to be referred to as the party of the second
part) living closer to the party of the first part than one is oneself, in which case the party of the second
part is to be construed as neighbor to the party of the first part and one is oneself relieved of all
responsibility of any sort or kind whatsoever." Instead Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke
10:25-37), the point of which seems to be that your neighbor is to be construed as meaning anybody who
needs you. The lawyer's response is left unrecorded.
- Originally published in Wishful Thinking

Angels serving at Paz de Cristo

Parish / Mission
Blessed Oscar Romero

Guardian Angels

St Mary Magdalene

St Michael the Archangel

St Theresa of Ávila

Southwest Region ECC Parishes & Missions
Addresses & Schedules
Mass Times
Address – services held at the:
Sunday 11 a.m.
The Chapel, St. Paul Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1100 Indian School Road, N.W. (at University)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102
Sunday 9 a.m.
Community Christian Church
1701 South College Avenue
Tempe, Arizona 85281
Saturday 5 p.m.
First Congregational United Church of Christ
Westside Chapel
2801 Lomas Boulevard, N.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106
Sunday 9 a.m.
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Courtyard Chapel
740 East Speedway Boulevard
Tucson, Arizona 85719
Saturday 5 p.m.
Shadow Rock United Church of Christ
Education Building Chapel
12861 North Eighth Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85029

If you are
traveling
around the
southwest, you
are invited to
celebrate mass
with one of our
sister
communities
who are part of
the Southwest
Region of the
Ecumenical
Catholic
Communion!

Jesus and The Guardian Angels singing, “Jeremiah was a prophet, was a good friend of mine….”

