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Guardian Angels Calendar December 2016 

                 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

27 

 
MASS 9AM 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: ELAINE 

28 
 

 

29 
 

30 
MASS 7AM 

 

 

DECEMBER 1 
 

2 3 
 

10AM 

PHOENIX 

RESTORATION 

PROJECT 

ORIENTATION 

4 

 
MASS 9AM 

 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: ED 

5 
 
 

 

6 
 

6:45 – 8:00PM 

 
PARLOR 

7 
MASS 7AM 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 

 

MASS 9AM 
PRESIDER/PREACHER: SUE 

 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY SALE OF 

TURKISH ITEMS AFTER MASS 
 

6:30PM SING-A-LONG WITH 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN 

12 
 

13 
 

6:45 – 8:00PM 

 
PARLOR 

 
 

14 
MASS 7AM 

 
 
 
 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
GET TICKETS 

FOR TODAY’S 

2PM SHOWING 

FROM SUE! 
 

18 

 
MASS 9AM 

 
 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: ELAINE 
 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING 

AFTER MASS TODAY 
 

PAZ DE CRISTO  
4P – 7P 

 

7PM WINTER’S LIGHT 

STORYTELLING CONCERT 

19 20 
 

6:45 – 8:00PM 

 
PARLOR 

 
DE-ESCALATION 

TRAINING AT VUU 
MORE INFO IN THE 

NEWSLETTER 

21 
MASS 7AM 

 
HOMELESS 

PERSON’S 

MEMORIAL DAY 

SERVICE AND 

MEAL @ GRACE 

COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

22 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

 
  

24 
 

 
 

9PM MASS 
PRESIDER/ 

PREACHER: ED 
WITH THE 

CHRISTMAS 

CHOIR 

25 

 
NO MASS TODAY 

26 
 
 

 

27 
 

6:45 – 8:00PM 

 
PARLOR 

28 
MASS 7AM 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

I-HELP 
4PM – 

6PM 
 

31 
 

 

JANUARY 1 

 
MASS 9AM 

 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: SUE 

2 
 

 

3 
6:45 – 8:00PM 

 
PARLOR 

4 
MASS 7AM 

 
 

 7 

 

 



December Birthdays, Anniversaries and other important dates to remember: 

1st Gabi Cook’s Birthday 
5th Anne Ronan Birthday 

8th  Jeanie Ghan and Valeska French Birthdays 
9th  Kevin Rapkoch (our own John Travolta) Birthday 

13th  Kay Wright Birthday 
16th  Frank McPeek Retires today! 

30th  Melani Longoni Birthday 
30th Gabi received her Angel Wings 

31st  Carol Bennett Birthday 
Let Pastor Sue know if you’d like a directory of Fellow Angels! She can email it to you. 

send your birthdays/anniversaries/other remembrance days to Becky: rgkeck1@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Our mass for Christmas will be on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 @ 9 PM.  
It is our tradition to have a choir sing on Christmas Eve.  

If you want to be a part of this Choir, our rehearsals will be for the next 3 Sundays  
(Dec. 4, 11, 18), before mass. We will start practice at 7:15 AM in our Sanctuary.  

Our amazing, wonderful Music Minister Paul will lead us!  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I make sack lunches for some of our homeless friends here in Tempe 

every Tuesday and Keeley Bruner, who works in the church office, hands 

them out throughout the week. We usually provide about 25 lunches a 

week. Anyway, I went yesterday and made the usual number of lunches, 

but we were totally out of the tuna salad we generally have, so I picked 

some up when I went grocery shopping yesterday afternoon and planned 

to drop them off at the "little pantry" today after I left the TCAA pantry 

(bear with me here...).  

When I walked into the office I saw that most of the lunches I had made 

on Tuesday had been given out, so I set to work making more.  

Now, I have been in a general funk for a while and Keeley and I had 

talked a bit about life.  

When I got home from making the lunches, Keeley called and said I 

should come back because someone had dropped something off that 

would make me happy. When I got back to the church, she gave me two 

$100 gift cards someone had donated. The donor is a man who attends 

the NA meeting at the church and had won the gift cards in a raffle and 

wanted our little pantry to have them! 

TWO $100 GIFT CARDS!!! Do you know how much tuna that will buy??!! 

This brought tears to my eyes (and Keeley's, too).  

I needed to be reminded that goodness is all around us and sometimes 

shows up unexpectedly.  

I know this was wordy, but I also needed to share with my friends.  

Do something good today, and make someone's day.                      - Kay 

mailto:rgkeck1@yahoo.com


 

  

   

  

More pictures of the 

fun in the Ghan’s 

backyard 



Ann Connolly has been keeping us up to date on the Phoenix Restoration 
Project. They are having training for new volunteers this Saturday, Dec. 3, 
10 AM - 12 Noon. "Please join us for a Phoenix Restoration Project (PRP) 

training. The PRP Orientation Brunch will be at First Church UCC Phoenix, 
1407 N 2nd St., Phoenix 85004. We'll talk about letter writing, our hospitality 

network, and Greyhound support opportunities. Please bring a light snack to 
share if you're able." The PRP is in desperate need of small tubes of 
toothpaste, protein food - Vienna sausages or packets of tuna, small size 

deodorants and shoelaces at the bus depot. Feel free to bring these to mass 
and we'll get them to PRP. Ann is heading out of town so if you have any questions, let me know. 

 

 

          So just like “Where’s Waldo” can you find our Peter??? 
Holidays with Orpheus at Velda Rose United Methodist Church 
December 6 @ 7:30 pm Velda Rose United Methodist Church, 5540 East Main St. Mesa, AZ 85205  

Orpheus Male Chorus presents its annual “Holidays with Orpheus” concerts. We will feature traditional 
and contemporary holiday songs along with our audience sing-a-long featuring everyone’s favorite 
Christmas carols.   Admission to Holidays with Orpheus is $20 for adults, $15 for seniors and students for 
tickets purchased in advance from Orpheus singers, by mail or online at www.orpheus.org.  Admission is 
$25 for adults, $20 for seniors and students for tickets purchased at the door. Children 12 and under 
admitted free.   

_________________________________________________ 

Sunday, December 11, 10AM – 1PM                                                                             

A special sale of food, drinks and items to raise money in support of the victims who are faced with 

human rights violations and have lost their jobs and freedom in Turkey. 

-Traditional bakery items such as pogaca (cheese 
filled bread), baklava, cheese borek, cookies. 

--Vegetarian food  
-homemade jam  

-drinks - including Turkish Coffee!!  

-handmade arts & crafts, home decor & gift and 
souvenir items etc. 

-henna design (which is also called henna tattoo)  

Invite your friends and families to come and shop 

and support our Turkish friends! 

https://orpheus.org/performance/holidays-with-orpheus-at-velda-rose-2015/
https://orpheus.org/venue/velda-rose-united-methodist-church/


 

 

          ….and can you find our Jeanie??? 
"Celebrate the holidays and Tempe Community Chorus' 25th year with 140 voices 
singing songs of the season and many other favorites" 
Friday December 16th, 7:30 pm 
Mesa Arts Center 
Box office 480-644-6500  $15 ages 12+ 
www.mesaartscenter.com  
 

_______________________________________ 
 
 

We have purchased another block of tickets for: 

 

We have a block of 12 tickets available for the Saturday, December 17, 

2PM show. Contact Pastor Sue, irreverendsue@gmail.com if you want 

any of these tickets! 

 

tel:(480)%20644-6500
http://www.mesaartscenter.com/
mailto:irreverendsue@gmail.com


 

Our Partners at Dayspring United Methodist Church will be “adopting” 

another Refugee Family from Syria after the first of the year. We would 

like to continue our partnership with them. The first month of the 

“adoption” is when most of the help is needed. We need a list of people 

who would be able to drive the family to day appointments, Monday - 

Friday. When driving someone, the volunteer isn’t required to stay, but 

often times we don’t know how long the appointment will last 

(government services can be tricky) until they arrive. We can usually 

give an estimate, but that’s about it. We will try and give as much notice as possible also. 

We make sure that the family has a booster/car seat if needed and they bring it with them 

on every trip for the children. No special car insurance is needed. We know not everyone will 

be available every day/every week but if you are available to be one of several people we 

can call on that would be wonderful. AND if any of you would like to be the point person for 

this new Guardian Angels Outreach Ministry, let me know this too. Until that happens, 

contact Pastor Sue to be put on the list as a driver. Be the change… 

 

 

 

The 2016 Tempe Thanksgiving Interfaith Service 

 



Media Corner 

In the spirit of lifelong learning, check out the online secular magazine Religion Dispatches, where religion, politics, and culture 
intersect.  I’ve found this site always makes me think and consider various positions.  The “About” page contains the names of the 
Editorial Board/Staff and all the various contributors to the site.  Overall, the site is pretty transparent regarding intent, source, 
associations, etc. 

Remember … our offering is simply that – an offering “for your consideration” only, but not necessarily an “endorsement.” 
Remember, please send info on any media source you’d like to share with your fellow Angels!   

Peace and all good to you and yours – elaine  Email: egroppenbacher@gmail.com  Text: 602-509-8412 

  R E L I G I O N  D I S P A T C H E S  http://religiondispatches.org/ 

Religion Dispatches was the brainchild of a couple of religion and theology professors, way back during the Bush era. The site was 

launched in 2008 as an experiment in bringing religion scholarship to a wider audience, and as a counter-voice to that of the 

religious right. Nominated for four Webby awards, with traffic of a publication five times its size, RD has evolved from an academic 

project to a thriving online magazine.  

Mission Statement 
Where mainstream media too often gives religious ideas a free pass, offering equal time and uncritical presentation, we are 
committed to the idea that once religion makes its way into the public square it becomes fair game in the rough and tumble of 
public debate. As editors, we aim to give religious topics some air and light and to challenge easy assumptions about the moral 
status of religious ideas. 

RD contributors are scholars and reporters, activists and professional clergy, and their writing, touching on virtually every 
contentious issue in political and cultural life, brings depth, clarity, and wit to the public conversation about the role of religion in 
civic and political life. 

What does it mean to cover “religion” as a subject versus preaching, practicing, or promoting it? Is “religion” an historical 
construction, a Western invention? Is belief critical to religion, or is religion something people do? Is religion a vestige of pre-
modernity? Is secularity really religion’s opposite? What about the supernatural?  

These are just a few of the questions that inspire RD’s coverage of religion, and its ongoing deep-dive into the role of religion in 
society. 

The stories we assign, edit, and post—all original to the publication—reflect not only the range of our writers’ expertise, but also 
the fact that they read one another’s work, and are, in a very real way, engaged in a lively and passionate ongoing discussion. 

Catholic ex-nuns, secular religion journalists, evangelicals and post-evangelicals, Muslim novelists, Mormon feminists, scholars of 
Talmud—these are RD’s writers, but also its readers. 

We aim to create a new way of thinking about religion in American culture and politics, one that challenges last century’s media 
dominance by an ultra-conservative fringe, that invites free discussion of religious ideas once they’ve hit the public square—and 
that keeps us and our readership powerfully engaged. 
 

 The Cubit page includes articles examining the intersections of science, religion, technology, & ethics. 

 RD also has a Book Review page for those bibliophiles in our community  
 

 Popular Postings in the past week include: 
Sharing the Bad News of Donald Trump’s “Theology of Glory” | by Matthew Dodrill | posted on 11/23/16 

The Black Church in Trump’s America: Refuge and Resistance | by Leslie D. Callahan | posted on 11/23/16 

“The Camp Is a Ceremony”: A Report From Standing Rock | by Marion Grau | posted on 11/25/16 

“Catholic Feminist” Isn’t an Oxymoron, and Other Tales From a Beleaguered Tradition | by Celia Wexler | 11/28/16  

What Fidel Castro’s Death Means for LGBT Rights in Cuba and More, in This Week’s Global LGBT Recap | by Peter 

Montgomery | 11/27/16 

 

 You’ll find RD on Twitter, Facebook, and probably other social media locations 
 

mailto:egroppenbacher@gmail.com
http://religiondispatches.org/


 

 

ADVENT 

DECORATING 

OUR MASTER DESIGNER 

DANIEL PONDERING 

EXACTLY WHY HE OFFERED 

TO LEAD OUR DECORATING 

TEAM THIS YEAR! 



________________________________________________________ 

Here is a link to the latest information and 
opportunities to support Oceti Sakowin Camp. 
www.ocetisakowincamp.org 

Write Letters in Support of Standing Rock! 

YOU CAN make a difference in the fight against the Dakota 

Access Pipeline! We encourage you to write to president 

Obama, requesting that the Army Corps of Engineers 

conduct a full Environmental Impact Statement on DAPL. 

We also encourage you to write a letter to the editor of your 

local newspaper. Below are some facts to help you craft your 

letters and the address for The White House. 

White House email: https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact 

White House mailing address: 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 

Washington, DC 20500 

The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) would span 1,172 miles across North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa and Illinois 

& would carry more than 450,000 barrels of fracked oil per day from Bakken oil fields in ND to Illinois. 

DAPL was originally routed to cross the Missouri River about 10 miles north of Bismarck, but was re-routed to 

cross just north of Standing Rock because of concern for polluting Bismarck’s water supply if a pipeline leak should 

occur.  

DAPL was fast-tracked: DAPL was permitted under Nationwide Permit 12 (NWP 12), which is a blanket permit 

that allows a pipeline to be considered as many small individual projects that are exempt from the environmental 

review required by the Clean Water Act & the National Environmental Policy Act. DAPL is a major project that 

should require a full Environmental Impact Statement, as well as reviews and analyses under the National 

Historic Preservation Act and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 

The trust responsibility of the federal government requires tribal consultation - government to government 

consultation - on a project when a tribe attaches religious and cultural significance to a site, whether or not the land 

is on an Indian reservation. In the case of DAPL, the Standing Rock Nation was informed of the plans for the 

pipeline relatively late in the process, and their concerns were only heard by relatively low-level officials in the 

Army Corps of Engineers. It appears that DAPL did not conduct new archaeological surveys for the 

project, but rather relied on a 1985 survey. In early September, the tribe filed court papers documenting sacred sites 

along a portion of the pipeline route; the very next day, over the Labor Day Weekend, and before any ruling could 

be made, Dakota Access began construction on the area, destroying any evidence of sacred sites.  

 

http://www.ocetisakowincamp.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact


 

 

Join Congregation NefeshSoul on an amazing tour to Israel: June 10-20, 2017. For 

first-timers and those who have been before. Explore historical sites along with the 

beauty and rich culture of Israel. Contact Rabbi Susan Schanerman for full details 

at rabbi@nefeshsoul.org. Rabbi Susan is an old friend of Guardian Angels. For 

many years she was the Cantorial Soloist at Temple Emanuel in Tempe. She 

completed her schooling and is now a Rabbi. Feel free to contact Rabbi Susan with 

any questions you might have about this trip. 

 

 

"13th", an important documentary film, is still available to watch on Netflix. 

Here is a discussion guide that has just been created for the film. 

https://www.coc.org/files/Film%20Discussion%20Guide%2013th.pdf 

The film clearly traces the evolution of mass incarceration in the United 

States, from a phrase in the 13th amendment to the Constitution that freed 

the slaves, to our current system. It is a must see. It was the first 

documentary film ever to open the Film Festival in New York City's Lincoln 

Center in September, 2016. The director, Ava DuVernay, (Selma) received a standing 

ovation.  

 

@ Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6400 W Del Rio Street Chandler 85226 

 

If you want to keep up with Legislative Issues both in AZ and Nationally check out 

this link and subscribe if you are interested. http://files.vuu.org/uujaz/2016/action-120116.pdf 

mailto:rabbi@nefeshsoul.org
https://www.coc.org/files/Film%20Discussion%20Guide%2013th.pdf
http://files.vuu.org/uujaz/2016/action-120116.pdf


 

 

Congratulations and Wishing our Kevin and Nancy only the BEST. We love you! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

WINTER’S LIGHT 
Sunday, December 18th 7pm at Community Christian Church 

 

Presenting Stories By 

Rabbi Jason Bonder 

Liz Warren 

Rabbi Susan Schanerman 

Shahir Safi 

Christina Dart 

John Genette 

 

Stories of Light Entering Into the Darkness of our Lives 

Admission $5 

 



 

This is Bishop Francis Krebs' Advent Message for 2016. Bishop Krebs is the Presiding Bishop of the Ecumenical 

Catholic Communion. He is also the Pastor of Sts. Clare and Francis ECC in St. Louis, Missouri.  

https://vimeo.com/192279691 

 

        Christmas Eve by Rev. Mary Wellemeyer 

Like those shepherds who were on the hillsides 

with their flocks, 

like those wise ones in their observatories 

with their telescopes and astronomical charts, 

we find our daily work interrupted by these holidays. 

Like them, we can’t keep on working, 

we have to listen to singing angels, 

we have to deal with the call of that special star,. 

The little town of Bethlehem is thronged 

with people who have come to be taxed, 

crowding streets and shops, 

and we have to find our way to an unknown place 

where a wonderful new beginning awaits. 

What precious new beginning are you seeking this night? 

For what do you push through the crowds? 

What have the angels told you? 

What is the call of the star? 

 

https://vimeo.com/192279691

