
On a Wing and a Prayer 
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Guardian Angels Catholic Community – Just. Faithful. Catholic.  

www.guardianangelscatholiccommunity.org         https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsCatholicCommunity 

Join us for Mass every Sunday at 9AM and every Wednesday at 7AM 

   

THE ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION -- A Wonderful Way of Being Catholic!                           
http://www.ecumenical-catholic-communion.org/                                                                                                                                                  

We are about to begin the most important week of the year for Christians. I know all of you are busy 
with many important things requiring your time. But this week I ask you to prayerfully consider 

attending as many of the worship & service opportunities that you can. Really look at eliminating as 
much as possible from your normal schedule to be with your community and to give some time in 

silence and solitude to our merciful and loving God – reflecting on what your relationship with Jesus 
means to you. I’m not asking you to do this for me or even for the other Angels.                                           

I’m asking you to do this for YOU.    Love, Pastor Sue 

                 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

                                                MARCH 29  

PASSION/PALM SUNDAY              
9AM MASS  

ISA 50:4-7, PSALM 22, PHIL 2:6-11, 
MARK 14:1-15:47 

 PRESIDER/PREACHER: SUE 

INTERFAITH LIBRARY OPEN                   
10:30AM – 12:30PM  

           BLOOD DRIVE 10:30 – 3:30  
________________________ 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 5  

7:30AM SUNRISE MASS 
OUTSIDE IN THE COURTYARD  

8:45AM BREAKFAST POTLUCK 
– BRING A DISH TO SHARE                                                                                  

30 31                 

6:30PM      
CHRISM MASS 

WITH BISHOP 
PETER 

HICKMAN AND 
THE OTHER 

ECC 
COMMUNITIES 

OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 

REGION  

JOIN US FOR 
FELLOWSHIP 

AFTER THE 
MASS 

APRIL 1 

MASS 7AM                   

 

  2                      
HOLY THURSDAY 

10AM – 2PM 
FOOT CARE 

CLINIC                     
WE WILL BE 

JOINED BY NURSES 
AND NURSING 

STUDENTS FROM 
ASU IN OFFERING 

FOOT SOAKING 
AND FOOT CARE TO 

OUR HOMELESS 
BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS. WE WILL 
HAVE SOCKS, 

SHOES AND LUNCH 
AVAILABLE   

6:30PM 
ECUMENICAL 

EVENING SERVICE 
WITH COMMUNITY 

CHRISTIAN  

 3              
GOOD FRIDAY 

7AM 
SANCTUARY 

OPEN ALL DAY 
BEGINNING AT 

7AM  FOR 
PERSONAL 

PRAYER TIME  

12:30PM 
STATIONS OF 

THE CROSS IN 
THE CHURCH 
COURTYARD 

6:30PM 
STATIONS OF 

THE CITY 
MEET IN THE 

CHURCH 
COURTYARD  

                             4                        
WE DARE NOT 

CONFUSE 
TENDERNESS 

WITH TIMIDITY, 
MERCY WITH 
WEAKNESS, 

OR SUFFERING-
LOVE                
WITH 

SENTIMENTALITY              

IT TAKES 
STRENGTH TO BE 

GENTLE,  

RESILIENCE TO BE 
TENDER,  

COURAGE TO 
FORGIVE…  

http://www.guardianangelscatholiccommunity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsCatholicCommunity
http://www.ecumenical-catholic-communion.org/


    
 

       Reflection for Sunday, 
March 29, 2015  Palm Sunday                                     

by Bishop Tom Altepeter 
ECC Pacific NW Region 

 

Together we continue our journey through 
Lent, and come to Palm Sunday, the threshold 
into the Great Week.  It has been our focus, 
and prayer, these past weeks to remain humbly 
available to the movement of the divine spirit, 
that we might be drawn more fully into the life 
of Christ as individuals, and as a community. 
 

Our gospel reading for this Sunday is the story 
of Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem at the 
beginning of the week of the Jewish festival of 
Passover. This annual remembrance of the 
Passover event, recalling their liberation from 
slavery, drew large numbers of Jewish people 
to Jerusalem. All of the 'important' people 
would be there - the high priests, Pharisees, 
scribes, etc. This would not have been the best time for an itinerant preacher who was making waves among the 
Jewish leadership to enter the city, but this day the crowd seemed pleased to hail him as their long awaited Messiah.  
 

And, because of the large number of Jewish people streaming into Jerusalem, it was also the custom of the Roman 
empire to send added military personnel to reinforce the Roman authority in the region, and quickly suppress any 
protest or rebellion against the empire.  In fact, within the same time frame there was likely to be another elaborate 
procession - the Roman military parading into town, announcing their presence.  Borg and Crossan, in The Last 
Week, point out that the manner in which Jesus paraded into Jerusalem was a satirical caricature of the entrance of 
the empire's military, and itself was a nonviolent protest against the empire.   
 

So, as Jesus enters Jerusalem that fateful day he is likely to encounter the negative reaction of both the Jewish 
leadership and the authority of the Roman empire.  We know that as the week unfolds, at the encouragement of the 
Jewish leadership, Jesus is arrested by the Roman empire, tortured and put to death.  And, as we know, the story 
does not end there.  Ultimately, this Jesus  who was crucified by the empire, was brought to new life by God.  After 
his death, the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit of divine love, continued to be experienced, time and time again, by his 
friends and followers.  And, for over 2000 years people have continued to experience this Holy Spirit of divine love 
present and active in their lives. 
 

As we begin the remembrance and celebration of these events, we are invited to consider what relevance these 
distant events have for our lives.  Are these merely curious historical events?  Or, do they have significance for us, in 
our time and place?  What might these experiences reveal about God, us, and life, that is meaningful and relevant for 
us?  It seems to me that these past experiences speak loudly and clearly about a few things:  
 
  1.   God's way is not the way of human empires.  God's way is not the way of domination,  power and control, 
maintained and reinforced by violence.  And, in the end, God's way of nonviolence, forgiveness and compassion have 
triumphed (and will triumph) over the ways of the empire.  While some of the particulars are different, we continue 
to have many expressions of empire in our time.  We must make a fundamental choice - will we live the value system 
of human empire, or the value system of the kingdom of God, as taught and modeled by Jesus? 
  
         2.  There is potential danger in institutionalizing spiritual experiences.  The dominant religious structure of 
the day found Jesus, the human face and expression of God, a threat.  And, ultimately, they conspired to suppress 
this threat, to the point of death.  They were more interested in maintaining their human religious institution, with 
all of its rules and requirements (most of which benefited the religious leadership at the expense of the poor), than 
encountering and embracing the presence of the divine.  We would do well to consider the implications of this in our 
lives.  There is both an invitation to free ourselves from religious rules and requirements which have not served to 
further and deepen our relationship with God; and there is an encouragement to be careful, not to recreate those 
same rules and structures as we move forward in the life of our community. 

 



 

On Tuesday, March 31 @ 6:30PM we are honored to host the 
sacred Chrism Mass with our beloved Bishop Peter Hickman as our 
Presider. Bishop Peter, his wife Mirella and son Matthew are driving 
over from California to be with us. Our AZ sister churches, St. 
Michael’s and St. Teresa’s will be joining us and maybe even one of 
our New Mexico ECC Communities. This is a very special mass that 
we normally do not have the privilege of hosting here. In the past the 
ECC Communities from AZ have traveled to California to collect our 
holy oils. Along with blessing the oils for the coming year (Easter 
2015 – Easter 2016), during the mass the clergy who serve you will 
be asked to renew their vows and commitment to serving our beloved 
communities, our Bishop and our loving God. This is a beautiful and 
powerful Mass that you will not want to miss! And remember Pastor 
Sue said if you attend the Chrism Mass you get to take a regular 
Sunday Mass off – no that does not include Easter!

 

Wednesday, April 1 – 7AM Mass – Maybe you cannot attend every week but try and put this simple 

mass into your schedule during Holy Week! 

 Holy Thursday                                                                        
April 2 from 10AM – 2PM; Guardian Angels Catholic Community and ASU 
Community Health Nursing Students are sponsoring a Foot Care Clinic at our 
church. Foot problems are one of the biggest challenges faced by our homeless 
friends. Our friends will be asked if they would like to soak their feet and any 
sore areas will be examined and treated by both our Nursing students and 
nurses from our community.  We are collecting donations of socks and 
shoes for this effort. Gently used shoes are acceptable but we really want new 
socks. We are getting a box of t-shirts donated to this effort also. We will offer 
a free lunch to the folks who show up for the clinic, for the students and for 
anyone from our faith communities who come to volunteer. Bring your 
donations with you to church and leave them near the cross in the Narthex. 
You are also welcome to bring your donations to the office during the week. 
We need everything before Holy Thursday Morning. Volunteers will help with 
the lunch, with giving out the shoes, socks and t-shirts. 



 

Finish the day on Holy (Maundy) Thursday Evening at 6:30PM in the Fellowship Hall.                              
We will have an Ecumenical Foot Washing Service with Community Christian Church. 

 

Good Friday, April 3: The Sanctuary will be open all day beginning 

at 7AM for private, personal prayer in front of the cross. Stations of the 
Cross will be set up around our Church Courtyard.  You can pause and 
reflect in front of each station or you are welcome to sit on the benches on 
the patio for some quiet time, pondering the events of Good Friday and 
praying for all the healing requests tied on the Clootie Trees during Lent.   

We will also do a Community Stations of the Cross in our Courtyard at 12:30 PM. 

At 6:30 PM we will do our annual Stations of the City – together taking the orbit bus to 
downtown Tempe and walking and praying and remembering how                                          
through the injustices in our world, Christ is still suffering today.  

 

Be with me, Lord, 
in the deserts 

where I'm tempted. 
Be with me, Lord, 

when my will dissolves 
like water in the sand. 

Be with me, Lord, 
when my strength fails 

and I give in 
to demons within me. 

Stay with me and fight in me. 

 

 



 

        

 
 

I saw an angel selling something and said, "Angel, what are you selling?" "Whatever you want!" replied the angel, smiling. 
"If that's so," I said, "let's get started! Let's wipe out human rights violations. I'd like to see the world at peace, orphans in 

good homes, the lonely having the fellowship they need, and the hungry with plenty of good food-and, for myself..."  
 

Then the angel interrupted, "I'm not sure you completely understood. I'm not selling ripe fruit. I'm selling seeds." 

      



 

 

INTERESTED IN SERVING IN A MINISTRY AT GUARDIAN ANGELS? 
Interested in helping to set up before mass and greet people arriving for mass? 

Contact Terry, Leadership Council tmpizzi7@aol.com 
 

Interested in being a Lector? Contact Barb, Leadership Council, moen4955@cox.net 
 

Interested in being a Eucharistic Minister?   Contact Nancy, nanzyann@gmail.com 
 

Interested in baking our Altar Bread?   Contact Jeanie, Leadership Council, azghanclan@hotmail.com 
 

Interested in helping with clean-up after mass? We are currently looking for some people to help with this. 
It is an easy thing for individuals and families to do. Training provided!   

Contact Carol, Leadership Council, desertgourmet@hotmail.com  
 

If you have any financial questions about the parish,  
ask Treasurer Frank, Leadership Council, frank.mcpeek@gmail.com     

or pick up the monthly financial report available on the back counter where you pick up your worship aid. 
 

 

 

 

You call me Master,  
so ask me.  
You call me Light,  
so look at me.  
You call me the Way,  
so follow me.  
You call me Life,  
so seek me. 
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