
On a Wing and a Prayer 
November 2014 Newsletter 

Guardian Angels Catholic Community – Just. Faithful. Catholic.  

2004 – 2014 Ten Years Loving God and our Neighbor! 

www.guardianangelscatholiccommunity.org         https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsCatholicCommunity 

Join us for Mass every Sunday at 9AM and every Wednesday at 7AM 

 

                         
THE ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION -- A Wonderful Way of Being Catholic!                           

http://www.ecumenical-catholic-communion.org/ 

 
Marie’s son - Patrick’s Altar  

 

During November we remember those we love who we have lost. Guardian Angels Book 
of Remembrance will be out all month for you to add your loved ones names to it –  
This Holy Cloud of Witnesses joins us every time our beloved community gathers.  

http://www.guardianangelscatholiccommunity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GuardianAngelsCatholicCommunity


Guardian Angels Calendar   

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    
                          

 NOVEMBER 1 

 

   2                                             
MASS 9AM 

 

       

 

PRESIDER: SUE                     
GUEST PREACHER:           

KELLIE WALKER                    
FROM VALLEY UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH  

3 

THE 
LECTIONARY 

WITH REV. 
VERNON 

MEYER       
7PM IN THE 

PARLOR 

GREY ROBE 

BENEDICTINES 

7PM 

4 

FREE FLU SHOTS 
IN THE 

FELLOWSHIP 
HALL 1-3PM 

THE COMMENTARY 
INTERFAITH LIBRARY         

OPEN 3PM – 7PM 

5 

MASS 7AM 

6:45PM 
REHEARSAL AT 

COMMUNITY 
CHRISTIAN FOR 
ALL WHO WANT 

TO BE A PART OF 
THE JOINT 
CHOIR FOR 
MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY 

6 

TEAM MTG 11:30AM 

BEGINNING HEBREW 
READING  

5:10PM-6:05PM 

CLASSES AT VALLEY 
UU   

7 

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM                 

8 

ARIZONA ECUMENICAL 
COUNCIL EARTH CARE 

COMMISSION INVITES 

YOU TO DISCOVER THE 

GREAT BEND OF THE 

GILA. LEAVING PHOENIX 

AT 8AM AND HEAD TO 

GILA BEND. SEE 

REMAINS OF ANCIENT 

NATIVE CULTURES AND 

MUCH MORE. MORE INFO 

CALL SARAH                            

602-576-6054              

8AM – 4PM 

9 

WE STAND FOR MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY WITH OUR 

FRIENDS AT COMMUNITY 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH, ST. 

AUGUSTINE’S, AND 
UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN 

@ 10:30AM SPECIAL GUEST 
PREACHER REV DEBRA 
PEEVEY,               FAITH 

DIRECTOR WITH          WHY 

MARRIAGE MATTERS ARIZONA 

 

10 

THE GOSPEL 
OF MARK   

WITH REV. 
VERNON 

MEYER       
7PM IN THE 

PARLOR 

11                   12                     
MASS 7AM 

 

13 

BEGINNING HEBREW 
READING  

5:10PM-6:05PM 

CLASSES AT VALLEY 
UU   

14 

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM 

15 

 

16                                             
MASS 9AM 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: 
ELAINE  

PAZ DE CRISTO 4 – 7PM 

17           

 

GREY ROBE 

BENEDICTINES 

7PM 

18 

THE COMMENTARY 
INTERFAITH LIBRARY         

OPEN 3PM – 7PM 

19                   
MASS 7AM 

PROGRESSIVE 

CLERGY GROUP 

12:30PM 

20         BEGINNING 
HEBREW READING  

5:10PM-6:05PM 

CLASSES AT VALLEY 
UU 

 

21 

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM 

 

 

22 

  



23                                           
MASS 9AM 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: SUE                                        

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
MEETING AFTER  MASS 

  

24 25 

 

TEMPE INTERFAITH 
SERVICE @ 7PM 
DAYSPRING UMC 

1365 E ELLIOT 
TEMPE 

THE COMMENTARY 
INTERFAITH LIBRARY         

OPEN 3PM – 5PM 

26                  
MASS 7AM 

 

27  

THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 28                         

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM 

29 

                                                   
30 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                        
MASS 9AM  

PRESIDER/PREACHER: SUE                                        

                    

 

 

 

DECEMBER 1  

 

2 

THE COMMENTARY 
INTERFAITH LIBRARY         

OPEN 3PM – 7PM 

3                     
MASS 7AM 

4                         

TEAM MTG 11:30AM 

BEGINNING HEBREW 
READING  

5:10PM-6:05PM 

CLASSES AT VALLEY 
UU 

5 

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM 

6                             

7 

SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT MASS 9AM 

PRESIDER/PREACHER: 
ELAINE 

8 9 

THE COMMENTARY 
INTERFAITH LIBRARY         

OPEN 3PM – 7PM 

10                  
MASS 7AM 

11 

BEGINNING HEBREW 
READING  

5:10PM-6:05PM  

CLASSES AT VALLEY 
UU 

12 

ROSARY AT 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESBYTERIAN 
(UP) @ 
6:30PM 

13 

                         

3rd Annual Worship Service for Marriage Equality 
Open and Affirming Communities Stand Together 

On November 9, 2014 @ 10:30 we will again join together  
and stand in solidarity with our LGBTQ family and friends. 

This year we will celebrate that Marriage Equality has come to Arizona but we will also 
remember that this right is not universal and that there are other challenges in the area of 
employment, housing, adoption and health care to name a few. We must continue to be 

vigilant and stand together! 

 



Guardian Angels will be joined by St. Augustine’s, Community Christian & University Presbyterian for this 
Ecumenical Service.  

We will begin in St. Augustine’s Sanctuary for the welcome and proclamation of the word.                                                                                                          
Rev. Debra Peevey, Faith Director of Why Marriage Matters Arizona,  

will be our preacher.                                                                              
The Sermon Title is: “Marriage and Beyond” 

    

After our inspirational Sermon we will exchange a sign of peace with each other 
and march next door to Community Christian Church and share Communion.                                                                                         

The musicians from all the congregations will enrich our worship. 

 
After the Service everyone will be encouraged to join together in the 

Fellowship Hall at Community Christian Church. Community Christian and 
Guardian Angels will supply refreshments. Sign up to bring a salad after 

mass on November 2. 

 
Marriage Equality comes to Arizona!  

     
 

     
 

    
 



      

Given the Marriage Equality ruling on Friday, October 17, Saturday's Rainbow Festival was extra festive and I 
was struck by the number of couples with children in attendance. Pastor Elaine did a fine job of engaging 
people in the history of Catholicism and the ECC. Nichole's husband Michael (Members of St. Teresa’s) had one 
of the best techniques and energy of drawing people to our booth I have seen in some time. We were very busy 
and although it's hard for me to imagine I understand it got even busier that afternoon as well as into Sunday. 

Once I caught on to Mike's technique I pretty quickly had conversation with both an agnostic & an atheist in 
their early 20's. I wish I had been as quick witted as Sue. When I told her about the encounter she simply said 
"Good, the more the merrier.” Great response and should this ever happen again I will use it.  

Anyway both encounters brought me back to when I was that age. A time when I was busy discovering who I 
was and beginning to build on my internal landscape. Working on creating that "wow" factor never realizing 
that images do not deal with the complexity of who we are. Not close to knowing that in order to be all that we 
can be we must first shed that identity we are busy creating. One of the girls actually took a book mark and 
however unlikely I hope they come and join one of our services someday. Had a great time and would certainly 
do something like this again. – Terry Pizzi 

   

                  



 

Ecumenical Catholic Communion Synod 2014 

This being my third trip to the ECC Synod as a delegate to the House of Laity, I saw many familiar faces and lots of 
new ones, too. The ECC is growing and maturing. I feel that we are also more grounded than we were when I first 
had the privilege of attending. 

Maybe it’s just because I understand how the system works now, but I got a sense that we all were more 
comfortable in our positions and ready to get things done to improve the communion. It could be that we were all 
excited to “make history” with the first election of a new presiding bishop. There was definitely something in the air. 

Having skyped with both candidates, I was ready to see them in person, interact with them, and hear more of what 
they had to say. They both gave an address to the full assembly and were both inspiring and impressive. I wanted 
them to somehow “co-preside”, but I still felt Fr. Frank was the best choice. After we all voted by secret ballot, we 
didn’t think we were going to be given the results until after dinner. But it was too much to hold in I guess, so we all 
left for dinner relieved that the first vote was enough and we had a new Bishop! 

The most interesting part of the week, was that we started Mass on Tuesday and ended it on Friday evening. It was 
an enjoyable concept and left time for a thorough contemplation on the different parts of the Mass. For the Creed, 
rather than recite it together, Bishop Peter read it to us. Very powerful! 

The installation of Bishop Francis was very impressive. I was thrilled to see that Mother Kae was beside him for the 
whole thing as his Chaplain. A fitting position for her. I am certain that with her by his side, he will have a strong 
spiritual guidance to help him in his term. 

Bishop Francis is a wonderful warm, fun loving and friendly person. As they were preparing for his installation, I 
wanted to take a quick candid shot of him. He hammed for the camera with his big infectious smile. At the same time 
he seems very humbled to have been chosen to lead the ECC into its future adventures. 

I feel very blessed to have been a part of the process. But, it is time for someone else to go and experience the 
wonderful camaraderie, prayerfulness and learning that is available. (I am hoping it will be one of our younger 
members.) – Marie Renner, Leadership Council Member and Guardian Angels Synod 2014 Lay Representative  

      
 



 

 

  

 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

Dr. Marisa Werner from our 
sister community, St. Michael’s 
in Tucson, was ordained a 
Deacon at the Synod in 
October! We were thrilled to 
witness this welcoming of a 
new servant leader for our 
Southwest Region! Marisa’s 
daughter was able to be there 
also. Congratulations Deacon 
Marisa! 



 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Peter welcoming Bishop Francis 
with a kiss! They had such fun with the 
height difference! What a wonderful 
experience being with people who 
don’t take themselves or all the 
trappings of leadership too seriously! 

The awesome Southwest Region of the 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion! 



 

 

 

   

  

 

   

Of course our monthly Violet picture!                                                                                                          
And oh yeah mommies Valeska and Cynthia and proud Grandma Vanice!  Aarrrrrggghhhh! 

I appreciate the opportunity to volunteer at the Interfaith 
Library (somewhat selfishly as I love to read and learn!). I would 
like to let everyone know how many wonderful books regarding a 
multitude of Faiths and subjects are available to check out.  This 
is an excellent opportunity to learn, understand and open our minds 
and hearts to the many ways that God is present and working in 
the world today. - Colleen Carr 

 

The Commentary Interfaith Library opened for checking out 
books in October. It is open for browsing and checking out 

books every Tuesday 3 – 7PM! Email Pastor Sue if you would 
like to help with the Library. 



Angel Reflections 

Sunday night, Oct. 19, I helped serve at Paz de Cristo.  It's such a great organization.  Everyone was helpful, patient, 
and hard-working to have a fabulous meal ready on time for our guests. They were truly appreciative for the 
spaghetti, lettuce and fruit salads, garlic bread, and chocolate almond bark. We got rain that night.  I'm so thankful 
they had a warm meal in their stomachs before they had to find a place to stay dry. 
 
I met with the Muslim women at the class on Muslim Women: Fact vs Fiction who were friendly, kind, and willing to 
answer all our questions about their culture and faith.  I was only sorry we weren't able to have more "back and forth" 
to clear up more misconceptions on both sides of the discussion.  Hopefully, we can meet again and get to know each 
other better.  
 
The Wednesday morning Mass is always a treat for me.  It is a smaller group; therefore we are more comfortable 
sharing prayer requests and concerns.  I would recommend it to anyone who can work it into their schedule. Elaine 
generally leads us and opens up the scriptures in ways I've not thought of before.  Sue does the same when she leads 
us.  This is usually when I feel I'm treading water sometimes and this gives me the boost I need to make it to the 
weekend. 
 
I also had a opportunity to join Jeanie Ghan for a visit with Luis, the young man in Sanctuary at University 
Presbyterian Church. I get stir crazy just thinking about staying inside any ONE day. Luis is a gentle, young man.   
He so reminds me of my sweet Grandpa Sandoval. I think we both wanted to pack him up and bring him home for 
dinner, but I know this isn't allowed.  We read him some books I'd found at the Friends of the Tempe Library Book 
Store (I brought some for him and some for his children). Jeanie had made flash cards (2 sets) and a set of flashcards 
with complete sentences which we went through.  His English is SO much better than my Spanish.  If you feel shy 
about going, get over it.  He'd love to meet you and visit, read, play a game, or even watch a movie. If you only saw 
your family once a week, wouldn't you want to have a friendly face drop by for a visit?  You don't have to stay the 
full 2 hours listed on the sign-up link.  
 
Our faith community provides so many opportunities to make our world a better place.  I feel so blessed every time I 
offer a hand.  It's why we're here.  God bless and keep us all.  – Becky Keck 
 
 
 
Guardian Angels stands with Walmart workers who are demanding justice. Worker Justice is in our bones as 

Catholics. Catholics always supported workers rights, labor unions and the witness of Dorothy Day inspires us 
to this day. We are proud to stand with these workers & their call for a living wage & predictable work hours. 

 

 



 

   

Barb moen4955@cox.net Carol desertgourmet@hotmail.com 

Christine paukencm@gmail.com Marie mamare11@yahoo.com 

Jeanie azghanclan@hotmail.com Robert rlongonijr@cox.net 

Frank frank.mcpeek@gmail.com Terry tmpizzi7@aol.com     Sue irreverendsue@gmail.com 
 

mailto:moen4955@cox.net
mailto:desertgourmet@hotmail.com
mailto:paukencm@gmail.com
mailto:mamare11@yahoo.com
mailto:azghanclan@hotmail.com
mailto:rlongonijr@cox.net
mailto:frank.mcpeek@gmail.com
mailto:tmpizzi7@aol.com
mailto:irreverendsue@gmail.com


New Directory of “Angels” is available electronically! Let Jeanie azghanclan@hotmail.com know if you would 
like a Guardian Angels Directory of Members. This Directory includes emails, addresses & phone numbers if we have them.  

Feedback 
Your Leadership Council invites you to attend our meetings on the 3rd Sunday of every month after mass. The next 
Council meeting will be held after mass on November 23. Questions and suggestions are welcomed so we may 
better serve our community.  
 

 
 

EVENTS IN AND AROUND OUR COMMUNITY  

 Beginning Hebrew Reading (no grammar or vocabulary) with Rabbi Susan Schanerman 

Thursdays 5:10pm-6:05pm on Oct. 23; Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4, 11, 18. 

$36.00 registration fee payable by cash or check on the first night of class. 

Please purchase and bring to class the text: 

Learn Hebrew Today: Alef Bet for Adults by Paul Michael Yedwab. 

The class will meet at Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation 6400 West Del Rio Street                                                            
Chandler AZ 85226. For more information and to RSVP contact Rabbi Susan at rabbi@nefeshsoul.org 

 

 

"Retirement: First 30 Days" 
 

Everyone was right! How did I ever get anything done when working 50-60 hours a week.  
First day: 
Darn clock went off at 7:00 am. (so much for sleeping in) Started day by feeding whiny 
cats, made coffee, did dishes. Took Nancy to breakfast as I promised. Back home again to 
plan for a nap....... Didn't happen. Must have looked like I needed something to do; so 
came request to repair broken sink drain. Broke yesterday. Simple fix turned into major 
deal of course. All this before noon ! 

 
Above was a text to our daughter who simply asked how my first day of retirement was 
going. My last response was: "Tomorrow I am looking for a JOB"  
The next 29 days have been some of the same. All that said, I am loving retirement! 

Nothing better than spending every day with my best friend! (she may be looking for a job)......... – Ken Tueffel 
 

Congratulations on your retirement Ken AND Nancy! Both of them recently retired & will now have 
more time to get into trouble….together!!! 

https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=azghanclan%40hotmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Learn-Hebrew-Today-Alef-Bet-Adults/dp/0807404837/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1412046725&sr=8-1&keywords=learn+hebrew+today


 

INTERESTED IN SERVING IN A MINISTRY AT GUARDIAN ANGELS? 
Interested in helping to set up before mass and greeting everyone before mass?                                           

WE CURRENTLY NEED SOMEONE TO COVER THIS WHEN THERE IS A FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

Contact Marie, Leadership Council  mamare11@yahoo.com 
 

Interested in being a Lector? Contact Barb, Leadership Council moen4955@cox.net 
 

Interested in being a Eucharistic Minister?   Contact Nancy nanzyann@gmail.com 
 

Interested in baking our Altar Bread?   Contact Jeanie, Leadership Council   azghanclan@hotmail.com 
 

Interested in helping with clean-up after mass?   
Contact Carol, Leadership Council desertgourmet@hotmail.com  

 

If you have any financial questions about the parish, ask Treasurer Frank, Leadership Council 
frank.mcpeek@gmail.com     

or pick up the monthly financial report available on the back counter where you pick up your worship aid. 
 

 
 
 

Blessing Animals in honor of the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi 
 

     
 

   

mailto:mamare11@yahoo.com
mailto:moen4955@cox.net
mailto:nanzyann@gmail.com
mailto:azghanclan@hotmail.com
mailto:desertgourmet@hotmail.com
mailto:frank.mcpeek@gmail.com


  

   
  

   

 

Below, we blessed Angel…Ann and 
Tom’s dog… and the picture at the right 
is Angel blessing Ann’s friend Christi 
who is suffering from cancer. Angel 
brought all the love and care from the 
Blessing of our Animals to Christi. 

We also blessed all endangered 
species and we held up pictures of 

those who live in Arizona. 



At the end of our Guardian Angles Sunday worship, we conclude with the energetic words: "Our Mass never ends, it 
must be lived. So let us go forth to love and serve the Lord!"  Our community opportunities to love and serve are 
many, and I have found that in giving of my time, I come away enriched. My puzzle assembling skills have been 
sharpened while visiting Luis in Sanctuary...I shared pizza (compliments of the Ghan family) and worked on word 
cards...I listened as he completed his first ever book in English: the classic "Hop on Pop"!  I gathered with others 
under starry skies to lift our voices in the timeless rosary, the familiar prayers and worn beads offered for all caught 
in our immigration system. I heard an immigration panel share legal, historical, educational and personal stories, 
adding knowledge and perspective to this tangled issue. I gathered with people from differing faith communities to 
break bread (a wonderful middle-eastern meal!) and to listen to the personal experiences of living as Muslim, Jew, 
Mormon and Evangelical. I have spent way too much time looking through the books at the new interfaith library, 
and not enough time arranging them so others could look through! (come see! "The Psychiatric Study of Jesus": a hot 
title on our shelves!) There are Leadership Council meetings, Art and Environment planning sessions, I-HELP meals 
to assemble and serve, Pas de Cristo service, quiet and prayerful Wednesday morning Masses, a variety of 
speakers...all more ways to love and serve the Lord in our daily lives.                                                                         
The invitation is there to come and worship every day of the week.  "Thanks be to God! Alleluia!” – Barb Moen 

 

   

   

Guess 
what 
Molly 
is…. 

A 

HOLY  

COW!!! 

 

SERVING A 
BBBOOOOLLLLISCIOUS MEAL TO 

OUR I-HELP GUESTS ON 
HALLOWEEN! 



   

   
 
 
 

 

 

                                              

Ecumenical Catholicism - A Wonderful Way of Being Catholic 
Do you have questions about Ecumenical Catholicism? The Mass? What we believe? Have you wondered 
why we do the things we do?  Let us know!  Over the next few weeks we are asking for your questions and 
will be addressing them, and more in the coming months.  Send your questions to irreverendsue@gmail.com  

 

BRING YOUR 
QUESTIONS TO 

GUARDIAN ANGELS!!    
WE WANT TO HEAR 

THEM 

 

mailto:irreverendsue@gmail.com


 

             

 

Matthew's Crossing Food Bank is preparing for its Thanksgiving Holiday Meal Program. On 
Nov. 22nd we will be giving out 500 Holiday Food Boxes to current clients only. We need your help!                        

Please consider a donations for the following food items: 

Turkeys, Canned Green Beans, Cream of Mushroom Soup, Canned 
Yams, Boxed Potatoes, Stuffing, Gravy,  Canned Corn, Pie/pie 

crust/filling, Canned Mixed Fruit, Jell-O mixes. 

Your support is such a gift to those who would go without a holiday meal otherwise. 
Thank you for helping our clients have a special holiday meal with their families. 

Guardian Angels will collect food for Matthew’s Crossing Food Bank throughout November. 
We will still support the free lunch bags for homeless people who come to the Church office 

but in addition to this we will collect the nonperishable food items for food boxes. If you 
have any questions, talk to Nancy Tueffel – she is one of their regular volunteers!           

Thank You! 

(I hope Nancy is ready to haul frozen turkeys home with her after church…teeheehee) 

 

 

  

 


